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By focusing on the interplay between 
material, social and narrative dimensions 
of the city, this book examines urban 
complexity, namely the dynamic and 
entangled nature of urban issues, and puts 
forward a notion of the city as an urban 
t e x t u r e . Ta k i n g a n i n n o v a t i v e 
interdisciplinary approach, it perceives the 
way cities are organized as a restless 
stratification of materials, meanings and 
uses. Illustrated by in-depth empirical 
studies from across Europe and Latin 
America, it deals with the interrelationships 
between actors, places, administrative 
rationalities and artefacts. It argues that 
urban fabric is 'manufactured' in this 
interplay between imagery and practices 
(of all the stake-holders, including 
planners, city managers and city users). 
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